
 owadays, cell phones and 
personal digital devices 
are a part of our culture.     
Everyone, it seems, is 

connected on the go — whether 
they’re just 
making phone 
calls, text 
messaging 
or checking 
e-mail. Such 
communica-
tion freedom 
is a luxury we 
pay for, gen-
erally without 
hesitation.
 So why is it that when it comes 
to electricity — a necessity in our 
modern world — many members 

question the amount they pay each 
month  to power their homes?  Yet, 
they expect electricity to be there 
at the flip of the switch, and when 
it’s not, they get frustrated. 
      Hey, I’m no different. I’m a 
Kenergy member.  I expect the 
lights to come on every time, too. 
And as the co-op’s CEO, I have 
a special responsibility to make 
sure your electric service is safe, 
reliable and affordable. But I also 
believe that when compared to 
other commodities, electricity 
remains a great value. 
      For example, between 2005 
and 2013, gasoline prices shot up 
5.4 percent on average annually, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. A loaf of white 
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annually, Page 2.

Several things can cause energy 
bills to increase.  Please remem-
ber:
    •  Because Kenergy members 
read their own meters, meter-
reading periods may not be 
consistent.  Larger payments 
may result if your bill is not read 
consistently every 30 days.
    •  Weather extremes impact 
energy bills. 
    •  Also, families wear more 
washable clothes in warm-
weather months, so washing ma-
chines generally are used more. 
    •  The number of people who 
live in your home matters.  Also, 
their age can impact your bill.  
For example, an infant creates 
more laundry. Teenagers use 
more electronic equipment, 
which increases electric bills.
    •  Appliances and the way they 
are used can impact your energy 
use each month. If your appli-
ances are aging, consider replac-
ing them. Remember, Kenergy 
offers rebates on energy-efficient 
models.  
    Go to kenergycorp.com 
and click on the Smart Sav-
ings button for information 
on residential rebates or call 
1.800.844.4832.

®

bread rose 4.2 percent annually, 
and a dozen eggs jumped 5.8 
percent per year.
 By comparison, electricity 
increased 3.2 percent annually. 
 Those cell phones I mentioned 
earlier? Nearly a third of all U.S. 
households have four electronic 
devices, such as cell phones, 
plugged in and charging, accord-
ing to the Residential Energy 
Consumption Survey by the U.S. 
Energy Information Administra-
tion. In the past 30 years, the 
amount of residential electricity 
used by appliances and electronics 
has increased from 17 percent to 
31 percent. More homes than ever 
use major appliances and central 
air conditioning. Digital video 
recorders (DVRs), computers and 
multiple TVs have become ubiqui-
tous. 
      Clearly, our appetite for elec-
tricity shows no signs of slowing. 
So the next time you flip a switch, 
use your toaster or run your wash-
ing machine, remember the value 
electricity holds.
     And know that we at Kenergy 
are looking out for you by working 
together to keep electric bills af-
fordable, controlling costs through 
innovation, and putting you, our 
members, first.

Greg Starheim
President/CEO



Washington Youth Tour 2014

Farley finds calling in Uganda
[HENDERSON, KY.]

    Clean drinking water for poor 
Ugandans isn’t something most 
people leave up to a 16-year-old.
    But Addie Farley of Henderson 
County took matters into her own 
hands and developed Project Liv-
ing Water Africa, which exists to 
provide potable water for the East 
African village of Kankoole. 
    When Addie was 11, she and her 
family – mom, Sandra; dad, Jon; 
and big brother, Brennan – took 
their first mission trip to Kankoole, 
where the average adult earns less 
than $1.25 per day.
    For the past five summers, the 
Farleys spent a couple of weeks in 

Kankoole.
    Addie brought a new twist to 
this year’s mission trip, though. She 
spent the academic year at Hen-
derson County High School raising 
more than $8,000 for her Living 
Water project.  
    More than 8 million Ugandans 
don’t have access to safe drinking 
water.
    Addie used donations gathered 
from teachers, peers, friends and 
family to buy four community 
filtration systems, 75 family packs, 
and 300 life straws, which are 
portable, individual water filters. 
Addie’s long-term goal is to dig a 

Children and residents of Kankoole celebrate the arrival of the Farleys and 
other missionaries every June.

AMAZINGTeens

    Each year, Kenergy selects delegates to send on the Washington Youth 
Tour.
    The program is open to juniors in high school.  They travel to Frank-
fort to visit the governor’s mansion and state Capitol in April.  Then, in 

mid-June, they take off for Washing-
ton, D.C.
    They visit Congressmen, hear 
inspirational speakers, watch the 
changing of the guard at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, climb 
up to John F. Kennedy’s gravesite, 
visit Smithsonian museums, watch 
a military marching band parade 
at the foot of a WWII monument, 
cruise the Potomac River, tour the 
Holocaust Museum, view historical 
documents at the National Archive, 
visit the White House area and tour 
every major monument, to name a 
few things.
    Kenergy’s 2014 Washington Youth 
Tour delegation included Lindsey 

Howe of Reynolds Station, Corey 
Merritt of Philpot, Charlotte 
Morris of Whitesville, Cassie 
Payne of Lewisport, Heather 
Ramsey of Hawesville, Allyssa 
Robinson of Owensboro and 
Nick Starheim of Owensboro.
    Along with about 90 other 
Kentucky students and chaper-
ons, this group visited Washington 
June 13-20.  
    Kenergy is proud of its Wash-
ington Youth Tour delegation.  For 
more information about applying 
for this all-expense-paid trip 
during the 2015-16 academic 
year, call Renee Beasley Jones at 
270.689.6103.

Heather Ramsey, front left, Allyssa Robinson, Cassie Payne, Charlotte Mor-
ris, Vickie Ellis, Lindsey Howe, back left, Nick Starheim, Corey Merritt and 
Roger Ellis stand across the river from the Jefferson Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C.  The group was part of the Kentucky delegation that went on the 
NRECA’s 50th Washington Youth Tour.

By Sydney O’Hearn, Kenergy summer intern 

Project Living Water Africa is the brainchild of 
16-year-old Addie Farley 



IN THE KITCHEN
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Fresh Tomato Tart
By Angela Kurtz, Kenergy Administrative Assistant

•  1 store-bought or homemade   
    dough for tart shell
•  8 – 10 oz. mozzarella cheese
•  2 tbs. chopped fresh basil, plus   
    extra for garnish
•  4-6 plum tomatoes, sliced ¼        
    inch

•  ½ tsp salt
•  ¼ tsp black pepper
•  ¼ c extra virgin olive oil
    basil chopped for garnish

®

  Preheat oven: 400°F.  Line the bottom of a tart pan with dough 
rolled out 1/8-inch thick. Spread bottom of pastry with shredded cheese and sprinkle 
with basil. Cover with tomato slices, arranging to cover as evenly as possible. Sprinkle 
tomatoes with salt and pepper and drizzle with olive oil. Bake 20 to 30 minutes. Watch 
carefully.  When crust is golden and cheese is bubbly, remove. Garnish with fresh basil. 
Slice in wedges and serve warm.

During the Farleys’ two-week mission trip, Addie 
Farley distributed 75 family pack water filters. 
She demonstrates how to use one with a resident 
of Kankoole. This family pack can filter water for 
up to five people.

village well.
    “I think I’ve set an example,” the teen says. 
“It’s not impossible if someone my age can 
do it.”
    In the past five years, Kankoole has grown 
more than Addie ever imagined. The one-hut 
village blossomed and now brags of two 
schools that serve 254 students, a clinic, 
farmland and a playground.
    Addie and her family share a burden for 
Kankoole children, in particular. “We were 
sponsoring a boy named Harman,” Sandra 
says. “We got word that he was ill in October 
2013, and he had died by the time they got to 
a clinic.”
    As soon as the Farleys returned to 
Kankoole this year, they offered comfort 
to Harman’s family. They now sponsor his 
brother, who is 6 years old.
    From Kentucky, the trip to Kankoole is 
grueling, and accommodations are lacking.
    To get there, the Farleys endure two flights 
and a three-hour bus ride. They bunk in a 
nearby town in a spartan room that contains 
two beds, a fan and a bathroom. Each day 
begins with an hour drive down dirt roads to 
Kankoole.
    But long travel times and lack of comforts 
don’t bother the Farleys. Instead, such issues 
are accepted as part and parcel of the life-
changing experiences the family has enjoyed 
as missionaries.
    While many teens are confused about what 
they will do with their lives once they reach 
adulthood, Kankoole long ago cinched the 
deal for Addie. “Mission work is something 
I’m going to do for the rest of my life,” she 
says.

Life straws enable these girls to filter water 
anywhere, anytime.



If you experience an outage or need other assistance 
on a night, weekend or holiday, please do not call 
Kenergy employees at home. Thank you!

Energy-efficient appliances and 
heating and cooling systems can save 
you money.  Find out about Kenergy 
rebates at kenergycorp.com. Just click 
on the Smart Savings button!

TOGETHERWESAVE

September 1
Labor day - offices closed 

Mark Your Calendar

October 31
Member Appreciation Day

Work safely with welding equipment
 Portable welders can be handy, 
but using one that has not been 
properly maintained can be fatal.
 Portable welders in good condi-
tion that are used properly can be 

valuable allies in reducing down 
time in the field. But many farmers 
and farm workers have suffered 
debilitating shocks or electrocution 
from welders that are not properly 
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maintained. 
 On a hot July day when a rotary 
mower required repairs, a 43-year-
old Michigan dairy farmer plugged 
in a 240-volt portable arc welder 
to fix a broken stone guard.  The 
ground wire on the plug was bro-
ken, both welder cables had exposed 
wiring and the ground clamp wiring 
was almost completely exposed, ac-
cording to national safety inspectors 
who conducted an investigation.
 The report blamed his elec-
trocution on his aging equipment’s 
overall poor condition.  In the end, 
the welding equipment energized 
the mower.
 Most farmers focus their at-
tention on potential burns from 
welding rods, hot metal or electrical 
arcs. Farmers don’t think as often 

as they should about electrocution 
from welding equipment.
 Maintain your equipment.  Wear 
protective personal equipment. 
Ensure that grounding plugs are 
completely functional.  Groundless 
adaptors should not be used. 
 Welding cables and grounding 
clamps should be insulated.
 Welding projects should im-
prove farm operations, not create 
family heartaches.

New local businesses 
offering discounts!

For more details and offerings, visit 
kenergycorp.com

Simply Chic Home Accents

Galaxy Pizza

A&B Florist and Gift Shoppe

Installing a programmable thermostat 
will immediately lower cooling costs. 
Set the scheduled time for operation 
according to when you are at home and 
the temperature will automatically be 
turned up when you are away.

Save Energy
this Summer!


